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Matthew 6:19-21
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth... Store up for yourselves treasures in heaven... For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."



<02>
In other words, money is, in a sense, a tool to discern where our hearts lie. What God desires is our hearts, and offerings serve as a significant measure of the state of our hearts.



<03>
■ Introduction ■ 
About learning from the Old Testament. We do not simply follow the words of the Old Testament in a legalistic way, but the words of the Old Testament are a guide for our actions. This is not limited to the teachings on donations, but the important thing is to know the principles and put into practice the essence of the Word.
<04>
Romans 2:15 says, "We do not have the law, but our very nature is written on our hearts, and our conscience bears witness." So there is no "should we do this or that."


<05>
Offerings are① 
Voluntary acts born from the desire of the heart:

(2 Corinthians 9:5-8)"So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given. Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver."



<06>
Offerings at our church gatherings are placed anonymously into the same offering box. This is to ensure that offerings are made voluntarily and according to the desire of the heart.



<07>
Offerings are② 
Offerings express gratitude and joy:

God's desire is for each person's life to be transformed and filled with liberation and joy. Giving is just that result.


<08>
Offerings are ③
acts of worship:

Worship is about giving. It is an expression of gratitude to God the Father, who gave His only Son, Jesus (that is, everything). Therefore, we dedicate every area of our lives to the Lord, including offerings.



<09>
Offerings are ④ 
about storing treasures in heaven:

You cannot take earthly money to heaven. A form of exchange is required.



<10>
Offerings are⑤ 
Offerings lead to our enrichment:

(2 Corinthians 9:8) "And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work."



<11>
How to be enrichment:（１）
Sowing seeds leads to a harvest that is multiplied many times over. The same principle applies spiritually.
Why does it lead to enrichment?
Seeds of blessing:
The principle of sowing and reaping:
To harvest apples, one must plant apple seeds. Sowing financial seeds brings financial blessings.

<12>
How to be enrichment:（２）

Your life is enriched by being transformed: When your values ​​are transformed, you will no longer waste money on vanity or on impulses fueled by emotional wounds.
<13>

Offerings are　⑥
Giving us protection.
(Malachi 3:11) "I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, so that it will not destroy the fruit of your ground, nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field," says the Lord Almighty.
<14>
Of course, this does not mean that those who do not give will not be protected. Still, the peace of mind that comes from knowing that God will protect us at all times enriches our lives.


<15>
Offerings are⑦
Acts of faith, not law:

Offerings are not a regulation or law. Long before the law was given to Moses, Abraham, out of joy, voluntarily gave a tenth of his wealth to the Lord. God delighted in his heart and faith and greatly blessed Abraham.



<16>
Offerings are⑧ 
Offerings have different types:

Although all types of offerings are placed into the same offering box in our church, they can be categorized. In Malachi, they are distinguished as "tithes" and "offerings," with additional types such as "firstfruits" and "freewill offerings."



<17>
Type of offering (A) Tithes (a tenth of income):
According to Malachi 3:7-9, a tenth of our income belongs to God.
This guideline became a kind of protection for me. When I was first saved, I was so happy that I wanted to give all my income. But that would not be enough to make a living. So my first impression of the tithe was, "Is that all I need?" 

<18>
When you say one-tenth of your income, you may be asked, "Does that mean before or after deducting taxes and social insurance (take-home pay)?" Also, what should you do if you win the lottery or inherit an inheritance? That's something each person should decide for themselves. You should do what you think is best.

<19>
For reference, Jude 1:20 says, "Build yourselves up on your most holy faith..."

<20>
All offerings should follow the principle of 2 Corinthians 9:7: "Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion." Giving should not create pressure but stem from a joyful heart.



<21>
Type of offering (B) Worship Offerings & Special Offerings:


<22>
Type of offering C) Firstfruits Offerings (Leviticus 2:12):


<23>
Offerings are⑨ 
All possessions ultimately belong to God:

King David said in 1 Chronicles 29:14, "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from You, and we have given You only what comes from Your hand."



<24>
Offerings are⑩ Where should offerings go?

(Malachi 3:10)"Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house."
The "food in My house" refers to the church where you receive spiritual nourishment.



<25>
⑪ What about those who are poor?

The principles of offerings apply to everyone equally. Give joyfully according to what you can. 
There is no need to accept blame.


<26>
Furthermore, if everyone practiced the teachings of the Bible, there would be no needy among us. The Bible calls on the wealthy to help the poor.



<27>
There is a teaching that if you don't give donations, you are stealing from God, but I don't agree with that.
 If you replace "giving" with the word "worship," you'll understand. 
Worship is something that comes voluntarily from a free heart, and is given from the heart. 
However, some of the factors that prevent people from giving include not experiencing fellowship with God, an unliberated heart, or having wrong values, so I hope that people will be healed and liberated from these things.
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