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The essence of prayer is communion with God (conversation and relationship), as we have seen in Group A's study.

"Prayer" has a broad meaning. This time, we will look at the prayer called "intercession."

<02>

The word "intercession" itself is an ordinary Japanese word. Its meaning is "to stand in between," "to advocate," and "to mediate."

Therefore, Christian "intercession" means "standing between God and the subject of prayer" or "advocating before God."

<03>

Simply put, it is praying and appealing to God for someone's salvation, healing of illness, resolution of life problems, family issues, social problems, regional transformation, and various other issues.

<04>

A prayer such as "May XX be saved" is standing between XX, who does not know God and cannot appeal to Him directly, and God, advocating on their behalf, saying, "Do not let her perish."

<05>

By the way, in (Matthew 6:8), it says, "Your Father knows what you need before you ask Him." If God already knows our needs and problems, why do we need to pray?

<06>

That is because it is the role given to us as "humans." While this primarily refers to the role of Christians, if we understand it as "connecting the spiritual world and the earth," it is a universal role given to humanity.

<07>

The reason is that God originally created Adam (which means "man") to appoint him as a "mediator" between God and the earth. Therefore, moving the world through human actions, including prayer, has been God's plan from the beginning.

<08>

(Genesis 1:26) Then God said, "Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground."

<09>

The word "mediator" (1 Timothy 2:5) reminds us of Christ. In fact, Christ is referred to as the last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45). When we read this, we understand that Christ came to restore the "original role of mankind" that Adam failed to fulfill.

<10>

Christ came to this earth not just to save us but to restore the position of a mediator.

<11>

Only a person who was not under the curse of sin could restore "the original position of humanity," but no such person existed. Therefore, God had to come as a human. That is Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ, who walked this earth as a man, crushed the head of Satan through His death and resurrection and declared:

<12>

(Matthew 28:18) ... "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 28:19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations..."

<13>

(John 20:21) Again Jesus said, "Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."

<14>

In other words, through the works of Christ, our position has been restored, and we are sent to this earth as mediators to carry out God's work, both spiritually (through prayer) and practically (through social activities).

<15>

Of course, we are different from Adam today. Adam was directly given dominion by God and had the freedom to do anything except eat the forbidden fruit. However, we are those sent by Jesus, meaning we are "subcontractors," so we must act and pray in accordance with His will.

<16>

And that is precisely what it means to "pray in the name of Jesus Christ."

We have the freedom to pray and act in any way, but not everything aligns with God's will.

<17>

If only prayers within the set boundaries are effective, some may wonder whether their prayers and desires fall within the boundaries set by Jesus, in other words, whether they align with God's will.

<18>

There is no need to worry. The range of God's will is broader than we imagine. Healing of sickness (Matthew 8:3), the salvation of families (Acts 16:31), and, in fact, the salvation of all humanity is God's desire (1 Timothy 2:4). Our prosperity and well-being are also within God's will (Genesis 13:2). Therefore, we should boldly seek these things.

<19>

In other words, seeking God's will and plan is good, but we should not overthink whether we are asking for too much. Furthermore, even desires (Hebrews 5:7) that do not quite reach the level of "prayer" are valued by God.

<20>

Even if something feels like just a personal hope or desire, God may work through it. In other words, you may pursue something simply because you want to, but before you know it, you might find yourself at the center of God's plan.

<21>

(Philippians 2:13) For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill His good purpose.

<22>

One element that brings such things to realization is mentioned in the previous verse, (Philippians 2:12), which speaks of "obedience to God and the mindset of working out your salvation with fear and trembling."

<23>

■ Points of Caution

The meaning of humans being "mediators between the spiritual world and the earth" also implies that they can mediate not only in God's spiritual realm but also in "Satan's spiritual realm."

<24>

It is frightening that even Christians can be used by Satan.

<25>

■ Unbelievers Can Also Be Used

However, the good news is that since this is a universal role given to humans, even unbelievers who do not know God can be used by Him. This is an important teaching in Life Place Ministry, but we will omit further discussion here.
<26>
This is an important teaching in Life Place Ministry because one of its core principles is not separating believers from unbelievers.

It also means respecting their thoughts and actions. Instead of imposing Christian norms, we treat them with respect, recognizing that they too can be instruments of God.
<27>

■ The Importance of Opening the Windows of Heaven

If intercessory prayer is about connecting heaven and earth, then having a strong pipeline to God is advantageous.

That is, ensuring that heaven is open and connected to earth.

When in such a state, we can effectively bring prayer topics before the Lord, and answers to prayers can be smoothly brought down to earth.

<28>

There are various ways to open heaven, but praising God is one effective method.

In fact, at Wednesday prayer meetings, we begin with 30 minutes of praise.

<29>

However, there are obstacles that can block this connection with heaven. (Daniel 10:12–13) describes how "the answer to prayer was delayed" by evil spirits.

<30>

If that is the case, it is also important for us to take actions that drive away the work of evil spirits.

That is, keeping ourselves pure, loving one another, forgiving each other, and bearing each other’s burdens.

<31>
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