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It is important to know how to seek God's guidance because God has the best plan for us. Seeking and discovering it is the essence of life and the fulfillment of the purpose for which we were created.

<02>
■(Incorrect Thinking) However, do not make the following simplistic misunderstandings:

① The best life is to follow the path that God has laid out, and if one does not find and choose it, their life is of lesser value.

② One must strive hard to discover God's plan.

<03>
Of course, these are not complete misunderstandings. In fact, they could be considered good thoughts. However, reality is not so simple. This is because one of the elements that realize God's plan includes our free will. God has given us free will and intends to accomplish His plan through it.
<04>
(Related Scripture) (Philippians 2:13) "For it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose."
<05>
■ Key Points

(Point 1) God did not create us as robots, and our lives are not predetermined.

This statement may sound strange. But understand this: God's omnipotence is revealed in that His plan will be accomplished even if we do not follow it perfectly.
<06>
(Point 2) God can turn even our past mistakes and wrong decisions into good.

Having free will means that our wrong choices and delays due to our laziness are included. A person’s life may have been a series of wrong choices. However, even those can be transformed into good by God.
<07>

Therefore, if a former gangster becomes a pastor and succeeds, it does not mean that becoming a gangster was God's will. It simply means that, as a result, God used His grace and mercy to bring about that outcome. His work is so amazing that one might mistakenly believe that being a gangster was part of God's plan.

Thus, even if reckless actions lead to success, it does not necessarily mean that they were God's will.
<08>
Rather, one should humbly say, "God has turned everything for good."
<09>
(Point 3) Whether one is living the life that God originally intended cannot be seen from the outside.

This means that, frighteningly, even if a Christian is living against God's will, they may still appear successful, and neither the people around them nor they themselves may realize the issue.
<10>
(Point 4) Fear the Lord, seek His will, and choose what is good.

Since God can turn even our wrong paths into good, some may think they can live as they please. However, the preceding verse in (Philippians 2:13) contains the words "with fear and trembling."
<11>
Therefore, if we truly understand God's hand, grace, and mercy, we will fear the Lord, seek His will, and desire to live within His best plan.
<12>
■ Criteria for Decision-Making
１）Common sense (common sense in one’s current position), statistical perspective

It is not common for a college student to drop out to start something new, or for a married couple to separate for a new pursuit.
<13>
２）One's own desires: (Philippians 2:13) "For it is God who works in you to will and to act."
<14>
One of the primary ways God leads us is by placing desires in our hearts. However, not all desires are from God, and sometimes He may guide us towards things we dislike. Nevertheless, since God gave us emotions, He respects our feelings.
<15>
３）Knowing the hindrances in one's heart

People’s decisions are often influenced by preferences or aversions formed by past experiences. This means that past traumas or ingrained aversions may prevent one from following the path they should.

<16>
４）Advice from parents, elders, and spiritual mentors

Even non-believing parents may sometimes provide guidance through their words. Instead of dismissing opposition by thinking, "They are not Christians anyway," it is good to pause and consider their words.

We were once opposed by our mother when naming our daughter, but in the end, the name we chose turned out to be better.
<17>
However, if the listener is immature, gentle advice may be given in a lenient manner (even if they do not think it is the best choice). Thus, if one genuinely wants advice, they should be prepared to accept warnings as well.
<18>
５）Availability of necessary resources

Luke 14:28 says, "Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it?" Even when taking action by faith based on assurance from God, one should know what they lack.
<19>
６）Balance with one’s spiritual life

Resources are not only financial. If the decision requires faith-based action, one must assess whether they have the spiritual foundation—faith, prayer, and relationship with God—to support it. Simply "being certain of guidance" and acting is unwise. Even if others support one's plan, they do not know the depth of one's spiritual life.
<20>
７）Analyzing negative circumstances

Negative circumstances do not necessarily mean that one should abandon a decision, but analyzing and examining them is beneficial. For example, those with health or mental challenges should consider whether the challenge is appropriate for their condition.
<21>
８）Analyzing one's motivations

People sometimes act in ways that please others or seek approval. Others may act out of guilt or unresolved wounds. While such actions may appear faithful, they may not be motivated by true righteousness.
<22>
Presence of peace: Inner peace is a major factor in confirmation.
<23>
１０）Gathering information: Sometimes anxiety arises from a lack of information. Gathering knowledge can help clarify decisions.
<24>
１１）Consideration of circumstances: age, location, education, health, gender, freedom of action, experience, timing, needs, finances, etc.
<25>
１２)  Confirmation through scripture and the Holy Spirit’s assurance

God can speak directly to you, whether through His Word or revelation.

１３）Ignoring all the above elements

Satan may attempt to hinder decisions, and ultimately, each case is different. The final choice is up to the individual.

<27>
■ Seeking Confirmation and Signs

Signs, wonders, and miracles are not mandatory for confirmation, nor should they be the sole basis for decision-making. However, when fear and uncertainty arise later, such signs and miracles can serve as encouragement amid difficulties.
<28>
■ Note: Situations may change.

In Numbers 14:40, the disobedient Israelites felt guilt and tried to obey afterward. However, by then, it was too late. At that point, obedience was no longer God's will and resulted in a bad outcome.
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