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Prophecy means to receive and convey the words from God. Of course, it includes foretelling the future, but it is distinct from what the world calls prediction. However, in the original language, there is no distinction between prophecy and prediction, just as the Bible translation differentiates between "私" and "わたし" in Japanese Bible(Shinkaiyaku新改訳).
<02>

In any case, even receiving a simple message from God such as "I love you" and conveying it is considered prophecy.

<03>
◆ Difference between Prophecy and Fortune-Telling:They are fundamentally different. Fortune-telling is based on statistics, psychological manipulation, or false knowledge given by the spirit of divination (evil spirits).

Fortune-telling is self-centered and causes confusion. However, prophecy is God-centered, bringing liberation and vision, and fostering a relationship with God.
<04>
■ Levels and Concepts of Prophecy

There are different levels of prophetic ability: (1) Prophecy that anyone can do at any time, (2) Prophecy that anyone can occasionally do through the spirit of prophecy, (3) The gift of prophecy given to chosen individuals, and (4) Prophecy given through prophets.
<05>
Understanding the concept of levels in prophecy is easier when one recognizes that healing and speaking in tongues also have levels.

For example, Mark 16:17 mentions healing and speaking in tongues (new languages), which correspond to level (1), the level anyone can do. Anyone can speak in tongues and pray for healing.
<06>
Separately, 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 mentions healing and speaking in tongues as gifts of the Spirit given to specific individuals, corresponding to level (3). While anyone can potentially receive these gifts, not everyone possesses them.
<07>
Regarding this level of the gifts of the Spirit, it is important not to go beyond one's given portion. One should remain at the level of "edification, encouragement, and comfort" (2 Corinthians 12:3). That is, one should be cautious with words predicting the future or issuing stern admonitions.
<08>
■ The Level of Prophecy by Prophets

Prophets are specially appointed by Christ (Ephesians 4:11). While today's churches do not have such a system, since there is no biblical indication that it was abolished, it is natural to believe in their continued existence from a biblical perspective.
<09>

■ Difference Between Old Testament and New Testament Prophecy

The roles and functions of prophets in the Old and New Testaments are entirely different. Misunderstanding this causes confusion.

In the Old Testament, prophets directly conveyed God's words to the people, like forwarding an email. However, in the New Testament, individuals whose spirits have been activated by the Holy Spirit process God's words through their intellect, senses, and experiences before conveying them.
<10>
This means that errors are possible even at the level of (4) prophets.
<11>

As seen in the fivefold ministry (Ephesians 4:11), the New Testament church is built through team ministry. Therefore, it is God's will that imperfect individuals humble themselves and support each other.
<12>
■ The Concept of Activation

In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit remained upon appointed individuals, making them prophets. No effort or practice was needed for skill development.

In the New Testament, however, the Holy Spirit is given to all believers, enabling them to connect with God and prophesy.

Thus, while anyone can prophesy, everyone is still learning and developing. Therefore, activation is necessary.
<13>
１）Anyone can prophesy, but training and activation are needed. (1 Corinthians 14:31) Everyone can learn and be encouraged.
<14>
Spiritual gifts should be eagerly sought: (1 Corinthians 14:1) "Pursue the gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy."
<15>
３）Recognizing its value: (1 Corinthians 14:4) "One who prophesies edifies the church."
<16>
４）Discernment is necessary: (1 Corinthians 14:29) "Two or three prophets should speak, and the others should weigh carefully what is said."
<17>
■ Benefits of Prophecy
１）It brings breakthroughs beyond the ordinary.

In 2 Chronicles 20, when the Kingdom of Judah faced invasion, the situation was changed by the prophetic encouragement given by Jahaziel in verse 14. Through the prophet’s words, the people received the gift of faith.
<18>
Every Christian is connected to God, so anyone can receive words directly from Him. However, there are limitations, and during times of discouragement, one may struggle to receive. In such situations, prophetic encouragement—rather than mere human comfort—can be incredibly beneficial.
<19>
■ Guidelines for Speaking
Use normal speech and ordinary words.

Some people change their tone or use religious language to give authority to their prophecy, but this is unnecessary.
<20>
I rarely use artificial language in prophecy anymore. I convey it naturally in conversation.

Thus, even if I am speaking through revelation, the listener may not realize it. However, this makes it less prone to manipulation and allows the listener to exercise free will.
<21>
２）It should not be used to control others.

<22>
■ Discernment of Prophecy: Caution When Receiving Prophecy
１）　Discernment is necessary, as mistakes are possible.

Since people are fallible, even prophets are not perfect. (1 Corinthians 14:29) says to "weigh carefully what is said."

<23>
２）Prophecy serves as confirmation.

It is unwise to act solely based on received prophecy. Instead, it should be used as confirmation of what has already been spoken or sensed. (Reference: Acts 13:2)

<24>
３）Timing matters.

Prophetic words often take time to be fulfilled. A prophecy not yet fulfilled does not necessarily mean the prophet was wrong.
<25>
４）Conditions must be met for fulfillment.

Like Joseph in Egypt, one may go through character development before fulfillment. Exodus 19:5 states that there are conditions we must fulfill for prophecy to come to pass. If one fails to do their part, they cannot complain if the prophecy is delayed or if fulfillment brings hardship.
<26>
５）Do not only accept the positive parts.

Prophecy is primarily for edification, and negative aspects are usually not spoken publicly. Thus, even if one has sinned and the prophet does not mention it, one should not assume that everything is fine.
<27>
６）Recording is recommended.

Spoken words are easily misinterpreted. Recording allows for objective evaluation.

<28>
７）Receiving ministry under covering.

When a prophet is invited to minister in a church, regardless of their fame, they must minister under the covering of that church's pastor.

Thus, a prophet’s words do not hold greater authority than the pastor's in that church.
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